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ADVERTISEMENT 


READER. 


HE following Letter was wrote 


(immediately upon the Publi- 
cation of the Specimen in the Spring 


of the Year 1746.) for the Con- 
viction of a young Gentleman, who 
was a great Admirer of Mr. Carte's 
Abilities as an Author ; and it had fo 
good an effect upon him, as to pre- 
vent him from throwing away twenty 
Guineas, as he had intended, towards 
the Encouragement of the Mew Ge- 
neral Hiſtory of England, It is pub- 
liſhed at this Juncture, as a proper 


Caution 


(vi) 

Caution to the Readers of that 
Work, not to depend too much either 
upon the Facts or Reaſonings of one 
of che moſt blundering and inaccu- 
rate of Soriblers, to diſtruſt his Prin- 
ciples, and to beware of his Inſinua- 
tions. As Mr. Carte's great End in 
writing ſeems to be now fully an- 
ſwered, by the many thouſand Pounds 
which have been ſo generouſly ſub- 
ſcribed to his Work, he will per- 
haps think himſelf obliged to the 
Author of this Letter for not hav- 
ing ſent it into the World ſooner, 
when it might have done him harm 
in a much more tender Point, than 
it can do now. For the mere Los 
of Reputation is but a Trifle to 
ſome Perſons, where it does not 
draw along with it the Loſs of Mo- 
ney — Tho' I have not yet ſeen the 
new Hiſtory of England, I hall 
make no Scruple, however, even 

from 


(v) 
from the Specimen before me and 
his other Works, of drawing the 
Character of the Hiiſtorian, and it 
{hall be almoſt in the very Words, 
with which the famous Anſceren of 
the By-ſtander (p. 147.) deſcribes 
the Sieur Napin. Mr. Carte is a 
« Writer full of Viſions, and who 
« hath ſwelled out a tedious Relation, 
« barren of material Occurrences, 
which he calls an Hiiſtory of Eng- 
« land, with an infinite Number of 
c fine-ſpun ſpeculations @ la fran- 
coiſe, not ſo much on Matters of 
« Fact, as upon his own Miſtakes; 
© One who has neither the Know- 
« ledge, Learning, Judgment, nor 
“ Temper neceflary to qualify him- 
« ſelf for an Hiſtorian, but depends 
purely on his Character as a Mon- 
« juror to recommend his Perfor- 
« mance to the Jacobite World, for 
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« whom chiefly he writes, and u 
©« on whom he thinks himſelf able 


« to impoſe,” 
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(5) © ET length, Sir, the Publick has 
Co) been favoured with a Specimen 
Wa \E of Mr. Carte's General Hiſtory of 
England: But whether it will 
anſwer the mighty Expectations, which his 


good Friends the Tories have ſo induſtriouſly 


raiſed of his Work, muſt be left to Time 
to diſcover, However, as I know you 
will defire to be acquainted with my par- 
ticular Sentiments upon this ſmall Part of 


B his 
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his firſt Volume, which he has now thrown 
out to the World, I'll fave you the Trouble 
of writing to me on purpoſe, and give you 
my Obſervations upon it immediately, with 
all Freedom and Impartiality, juſt as they 
riſe in my Mind. 


You well know, Sir, that I have always 
endeavoured after the Character of a candid, 
rather than a ſevere, Critic in the Judgments 
which I may have accidentally paſſed upon 
Men or Books; and therefore if my preſent 
Animadverſions ſhould, perhaps, appear ſome- 
what more harſh than uſual, you will be ſo 
good-natured as to impute this Change of 
Stile, not to any Alteration in my Temper, 
much leſs to any Envy or IIl-will I bear to 
Mr. Carte, but to the mere Force of Truth, 
and the great Deſire which I have of con- 
vincing you, how ill- grounded your Prepoſ- 
ſeſſion is, in favour of ſo viſionary and in- 
correct a Writer, 


1 readily grant, Sir, that a good general 


Hiſtory of our Country is much wanted; 
and could we be ſo happy as to find a Livy 


to undertake the noble Labour, not only 
the whole Expence of the Work ought to 


be defrayed by the Public, but a large Re- 


ward likewiſe be given to the Author as a 


Teſti- 


6 „ 


5 


of his general Hiſtory of England. 11 


Teſtimony of our national Gratitude. But 
Livys are not the Growth of every Age 
and Clime ; and ſomething more is required 
in a good Hiſtorian, than mere Zeal for a 
Faction, and an Aſſiduity in collecting and 
tranſcribing antient Records. — He muſt 


have Patience to compare his ſeveral Ma- 


terials together, and Diſcernment to recon- 
cile their ſeeming Contradictions ; he muſt 
have right Notions of the Original of Go- 
vernment, and be well acquainted with the 
civil Conſtitution of his Country; he mult 


have a cool Head, an honeſt Heart, a found 


Judgment, a Purity of Diction, an agreeable 
and perſpicuous Manner of exprefling him- 
ſelf, and an inviolable Attachment to I ruth. — 


Now how far theſe characteriſtic Ingre- 


dients are to be found in Mr. Carte's Com- 
poſition, his Friends are much more ready 
to inform us, than we are able to diſcover 


from his own Works, ſuch of them, 1 mean, 
as have been already communicated to the 


Public. 


As to the ſmall Piece before me, one might 


reaſonably have expected, that as it was to be 
Specimen of his Opus magnum; as it was 


defigned to be a flagrant Inſtance, an egre- 


gious Proof, how much fitter he was to 


write the Hiſtory of his native Country, 
B 2 than 
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than the Many who had undertaken the ar- 
duous Taſk before him; as it was intended 
to convince his Friends, as well as Foes, 
how well he merited thoſe ample Sums of 
Money, which ſome of our moſt purſſant 
Peers, which whole trading Companies, which 
mighty Corporations, which one of onr re- 
nowned Untverſittes, (as is ſaid) had ſo ge- 
neroufly ſubſcribed to his Emolument ; as 
it was thrown out as a Bait to draw in more 
Contributions — under all theſe promifing 
Circumſtances, was it not reaſonable to ex- 
pect, that we ſhould have found ſomething 
extraordinary in it, ſome intereſting Point 
of our antient Hiſtory cleared up, ſome old 
Errors corrected, or new Facts brought to 


Light? but how foon did all theſe promi- 


ſing Hopes vaniſh in Smoke, even upon the 


moſt curſory Perufal | 


The Subject our judicious Author has 
ſelected, as the moſt proper for him to diſ- 
play his hiſtorical Talents upon (for we can- 
not ſuppoſe, that he would be ſo unjuſt to 
himſelf, as not to take one of the moſt 
ſtriking Parts of his Work) is ſome Account 
of the Druids, more particularly of the great 
Part they bore in the civil Adminiſtration of 
the ſeveral States of Gaul and Britain. 


Methinks 
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Methinks I ſee you ſmile at this moſt 
happy and critical Choice of his Subject. 
How may a Man of Mr. Carte's known 
Principles exert himſelf in ſetting off the 
abſolute Power of the ancient Pagan Prieſt- 
hood! How large a Field is opened to him 
for recommending Church Authority in 
general? What Inſinuations may there not 
be made of the Diſintereſtedneſs of religious 
Societies, and the peculiar Advantages which 
would attend their preſiding in Councils, and 
directing the affairs of State? What an Op- 
portunity is here offered for reconciling his 
deceived Country- men to the Papal Power, 
as the beſt Means of preſerving Union be- 
tween the various Nations that inhabit Europe, 
and the moſt effetual Reſource in Caſe of Quar- 
rels between them] For ſurely the Excommu- 
nications and Interdicts of his Holineſs, may 
be found full as beneficial to this great Pur- 
poſe now, as thoſe formerly fulminated by 
the Arch-Druid himſelf were. 


I ſhall not venture to aſſert, that our ju- 
dicious Author had indeed any ſuch recon- 
ciling Scheme in view, when he preſented 
the Public with this flattering Account of 
the druidical Inſtitution and Power — His 
real Intentions are beſt known to — 

* af 
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and his boſom Friends. — Only, I think in 
common Prudence, Mr. Carte ſhould have 
felected a leſs exceptionable Part of his 
Hiſtory at this Juncture, (whilſt a Popiſb 
Pretender to the Throne, ſupported by 
Popiſh Powers from abroad, is actually in 
the Kingdom) and not have given his Ene- 
mies ſo fair an Handle of reflecting upon 
him, as too great a Favourer of that antient 
Syſtem of Church-Deſpotiſm, which once 
prevailed in this Kingdom, 


The Druids, ſays he, were an Order 
of Men of the firſt Quality; endowed 
With all that Greatneſs of Mind, which a 
** noble Birth, uncorrupted by Vice and 
Luxury, naturally inſpires ; fitted by their 
** Education, Studies, Reflections, Expe- 
* rience, and a continual Exerciſe of their 
© Talents in the Deciſion of Caſes, which _ 
* daily came before them in Judicature, 
* to determine of all Matters of Right and 
* Wrong, according to the wiſeſt Rules af 
* Equity; collected out of all the various 
Nations, ſpread through the wide Extent 
« of that Country, and related to all the 


„ princely and noble Families, that had the 


chief Influence and Government in each; 


© unconcerned themſelves in the Quarrel, by 
Means of their Exemption from perſonal 
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this moſt capital Performance. But 
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Service in the War, when they thought fit 
to uſe their Privilege ; unintereſted in the 
Event, by Reaſon as well of their ordi- 
nary abode in Colleges retired from the 
World, and at a Diſtance from all, to 
whom they were by Blood related ; as of 
the Satisfaction they found in a contem- 
plative Life, and the every-way-happy 
Circumſtances of their Condition, which 
left them nothing to wiſh for themſelves, 
and no Deſire in Nature, but, that which 
can never leave a Man of Virtue, the De- 
fire of being uſeful to the World. With 
theſe Advantages, added to the ſacredneſs 
of their Character; the Reverence for 
their Perſons, which Religion inſpired 
into a People extremely addicted to it ; 
the univerſal Submiſſion ever paid to their 
Advice and Decrees ; their abſolute Power 
in Sacrifices, and the inexprefſible Dread 
of their Interdicts, rendred them the fitteſt 
Perſons to interpoſe between jarring en- 
raged Nations, and likelieſt to do it with 
Succels, &c, Sc.“ 


This, Sir, is the amiable Picture which 
our Author has thought fit to give the 
Public of his Druzds, and theſe ſome of the 
Ornaments with which he has decorated 
whe- 
ther, 
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16 Remarks on Mr. Carte's Specimen 
ther, after all, the Draught be not much 
more like the Scholars of Rome, than the 


Pupils of Angleſey and Dreux, you, who are 
ſo well acquainted with unſophiſticated An- 


tiquity, will eaſily determine. 


However, Sir, leſt you ſhould ſuſpect that 
I have miſrepreſented Mr. Carte's Specimen 
to you, paſſed too heavy a Cenſure upon it, 
and endeavoured to ſet his prodigious La- 
bours in too mean a Point of View, I muſt 
beg your patient Peruſal, whilſt I give you 
3 extemporary Examination of his whole 
Sheet. 


* 
© It was only after Diſaſters had actually 


ce happened, or when Dangers were immi- 
ce nent, that the Romans had recourſe to a 
« Dictator, or the Senate enlarged tbe Con- 
e ſul's Power, by charging him to take care, 
© that the Commonwealth ſhould receive 
© no Detriment: But the Gauls, to guard 
«* againſt all Surprizes by ſudden Accidents, 
* which might not allow Time for thinking 
* of a proper Remedy, had a ſtanding Pro- 


« viſion for the like Purpoſes.” 
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The Romans, as you will knory, Sir, and 
as Mr. Carte ought to have known, had 
recourſe to a Dictator, not only after Diſaſters 
had actually happened, but likewiſe at all 
other Times, when any Thing was required 
to be done, which had not been particularly 
provided for by the ordinary Laws of the 
Commonwealth. — The Senate enlarged the 
Conſul's Power, by charging him to take Care, 
&c I will not imagine that our Author 
has ſo far forgot his School-Learning, as not 
to know how many Conſuls there were at 
Rome ; 1 would only adviſe him for the 
Sake of the Unlearned, of whom a great 
Number have done him the Honour to ſub- 
{cribe to his Book, to be more accurate for 
the future in what he commits to Paper, 
and not to ſet down at Random, in this 
Manner, Singulars for Plurals. For ſure I 
am, there is no one who reads this Paſſive 1g 

unleſs he be already acquainted with * 
Roman Hiſtory, but will immediately ima- 
gine that there was only one Conſul at Rome 
to whom the Senate gave in Charge, that the 
Commonwealth ſhould recei ve no Detriment. — 
Impolitic Romans! to create your Dictators 
for a. Time only, and when there was an 
abſolute Neceſſity for them! What? had 
you not Pontifices and Flamins enow 
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amongſt you, Men of the firſt Quality, of the 


prime Nobility, endowed with Y that Great- 


neſs of Mind which @ noble Birth, uncorrupted 
by Vice and Luxury, naturally inſpires, whom 
you might have continually entruſted with 
that hich Office? Tis true, your Laws had 
tolerably well provided for Diſaſters after 
they bad actually happened, and for Dangers 
whilſt they were imminent. But how 
much more maſterlike was the Wiſdom of 
the barbarous Gauls, as you were pleaſed 
opprobriouſly to term them, or of the in- 
hoſpitable Britons, as your looſe Poets were 
ſuffered to call them, who, to guard againſt 
all Surpriſes by ſi ſudden Accidents, which 
might not allow Time for thinking of a pro- 


per Remedy, had a flanding Proviſion for 
theſe Purpoſes, a Set, a whole Order of per- 


petual Dictators ? not one ſingle Man, up- 
on whoſe well-known Wiſdom and uncon- 
troleable Power the State might ſafely rely 
in its greateſt Perils, but many ſuperior 
Wiſdoms, many abſolute Powers, who, no 
doubt of it, anintereſted as they were in the 
Event, by Reaſon, as well of their ordinary 
Abede in Colleges, as of the Satigfaction they 


found in à contemplative Life, and the every- 


way-happy Circumſtances of their Condition, 
would never divide into Parties, or be di- 
ſtracted with different Opinions, but would 


always 
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always act with one Head, one Hand, and 
one Heart, with no other Deſire in Nature, 
but, that "which can never leave Men of Vir- 
tue, the Deſire of being uſeful to the World. 
And tho' once upon a Time it happened, 
that this ſovereign dictatorial Power of the 
Druids was called in queſtion by the Aids, 
to whoſe Conſtitution it was nevertbele/s feu. 
tial, as it ſeems, indeed, to have been to ail 
the 10100 States of Gaul; and, all the Morid 
attended at the hearing cf a Cauſe, on which 
the Fundamentals of their (that is, of all the 
World's) Conſtitution depended, yet did the 
Inferiors, that is, the States, as in all Reaſon 
they ought, decide in Favour of their Die- 
tators, and pronounced, that in the Matter 
in Debate, they bad proceeded according to 
Law and exerciſed their Prerogative, or ab- 
ſolute Power, juſtly—As far then as a whole 
Order of Dictators is ſuperior to one ſingle 
Dictator, ſo far is the Gaul/h Polity, in this 
Reſpect, to be preferred to the Roman ] 


II. 


The Druids had a Power paramount to 

«© that of the Magiſtrates, not excepting 
even the ordinary Power of the Su- 
„ preme: and ſeem to have had a con- 
wa ſtant Charge to inſpect their Conduct, 
C 2 40 
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© to take Care the Laws were obſerved, 
e and to prevent the Miſchiefs of a Vio- 
* lation, They could vacate the Acts of 
*© the Sovereign, remove ſuch as were put 


into Office legally, and appoint the Su- 
5 preme Magiſtrate,” 


This, Sir, I own 1s clearly enough ex- 
preſſed, and was the great Bellarmin himſelf 
to come to Lite again, I might venture to 
defy him to draw a more amiable and ſtrik- 
ing Picture of the papal Power, even as it 
was Exerciſed in the 1oth and 1 1th Centuries 


of the Church. If any Thing be ſtill 


wanting to finiſh the colouring, it is amply 
made up from the Quotation, which our 
Author, with the higheit Marks of Approba- 
tion, and without the leaſt repining, afterwards, 
introduces from Dio Chry/oſtom.——*<©* Kings 
*© were not allowed to do any Thing with- 
© out them; nor even ſo much as to con- 
« ſalt about putting any Thing in Execu- 
tion without their Participation; ſo that 
ce it is the Druids which reign in Effect, and 
+ Kings, tho' they fit on Thrones, feaſt in 
* Splendor, and live in Palaces, are no 
* more than their Apparitors and Mini- 
tc ſters in executing their Orders,” Ho] 
ever, to confeſs the Truth, here ariſes a Sort 
of Difficulty to me, which I cannot fo 
| eaſily 


: 
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eaſily get over, that when theſe Druids, as 
our Author has frequently inculcated within 
the ſmall Compaſs of this ſingle Sheet, were 


themſelves, oft- times, the great, the chief 


or ſupreme Magiſtrates, who inherited and 
exerciſed Royalty itfelf, who were very likely 


J er gobrets and Princes in the other Nations of 


Gaul, as well as amongſt the Ædui— Here, 
I ſay. a Sort of Difficulty ariſes, how theſe 
poor States were to act, when Diſaſters hap- 
pened to them, and Dangers were imminent ! 
their Kings were already become their Dic- 
tators, and their Dictators Kings, and con- 


ſequently they had no farther Reſource to 
fly to for Refuge. This, I am afraid, will 


be looked upon by mere modern Politicians, 
as a fundamental Defe& in their Conſtitu- 


tion; unleſs our Author will be ſo good as 


to help them out of this Difficulty, by aſ- 
ſerting that no Misfortunes were ever likely 
to happen to that State, whoſe Kings were 
Philoſophers, and its Philoſophers Kings. 
After all, tho' I have a very great Regard for 
the Order, Beauty, Regularity and Perfection 
of the ancient Gauliſb, as well as the old 
Britiſh, Modes of Government, and pay 
an eſpecial Veneration to the political Wiſ- 
dom of the Druids, yet am I ſometimes apt 
to imagine, that Mr. Carte may poſſibly have 
overſhot the Mark, and ſuffered his great 

: Affection 
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Affection to that excellent Order of hea- 
then Noblemen, to get the better with his 
Judgment, when he is not content of mak- 
ing Prieſts of them only, but has conſtituted 
them likewiſe Di&ators, Vergobrets, Kings, 
hereditary-right Kings, bereditary Legiſlators, 
hereditary Nebles, Augurs, Sacrificers, Ge- 
nerals of Armies, Commanders of Cavalry, 
Princes, Tribunes, Ephori, Philoſophers, and 
Academicians. 


III. 
The Vergobret was the ſupreme Ma- 
« giſtrate among the Ædui, and under that 
Title enjoyed all the Authority, which a 
<« King had in other States of Gaul. 


An incautious Reader, from the inaccurate 


manner in which the above Quotation is ex- 
preſſed, will be apt to imagine, that King 
was the common and well-known Title of 
their ſupreme Magiſtrate in all the other 
399 Nations of Gaul. The Romans, tis 
true, in order to do themſelves more Ho- 
nour and to give an Eclat to their Conqueſts, 
comprehended all the Superiors of theſe 
numerous States, even the Vergobret of Ædui, 
under their magnificent and general 'Term of 
Reges [or Kings] but what particular Ap- 
pellations the Gauls themſelves gave theſe 

Magiſtrates 
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Magiſtrates is altogether uncertain : only I 
think itevident enough from the whole Scope 
of their Hiſtory, that their Name, whatever 
it might be, was very far from correſponding 
with thoſe pompousand extenſive Ideas, which 
we are uſually wont to comprehend under the 
Word King. 
IV. 

«© They, the Aduj, had another wiſe 
Proviſion — which other States, particu- 
larly that of Venice, have thought worthy 
of their Imitation : Two Brothers, whilſt 
both were living, could not be made Ma- 


giſtrates, nor even admitted into the Se- 
8 


0 


A 


Lal 


c 


* 


* 


I would by no Means be thought to deny 


the Fact itſelf, that ſuch really was the Con- 


ſtitution of the aui, or that the preſent 
Laws of Venice have not ſomething like it. 
— But why muſt it be ſuppoſed, that this 
latter State zmitated the former in this In- 
ſtitution, and derived their Wiſdom from 
fo obſcure and remote a Fountain? Is it 


not a natural Proviſion, ſuch an one as we may 
reaſonably expect to find in all Ariſtocracies, 
in all States which are jealous of their Li- 


berties, not to throw too much Power into 


one Family. I don't doubt but you, Sir, 
are as well ſatisfied as I am, that when the 


Republic 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Republic of Venice was firſt founded, the 
poor wretched Creatures that fled from the 
Devaſtations of their barbarous Enemies, 
to the Fens and Iflands of the Ps for Re- 
fuge, were but very little acquainted ' with 
Cæſars Commentaries, or the Polity of the 
ancient Gauls, | 


V. 


© Tt was not the Exemplarineſs of the 
« Lives of the Druids, nor the Goodneſs 
©« of their moral Inſtructions ; nor was it 
« their Power in Matters of Religion, or 
* the Terror of their Excommunications, 
“ which gave them the Authority of Le- 
« giſlators,” | 


Notwithſtanding the great Encomiums, 
which our Author has been pleaſed to give us 
of the Druids, notwithſtanding the Exempla- 
rineſs of their Lives, the Goodneſs of tbeir 
moral Inſtructions, their Abode in Colleges, and 
their general Diſintereſtedneſs, they were ſtill 
but Men, and like their more terrene Bre- 
thren, the Prieſts of after-ages, equally 
fond and ambitious of Power ; not indeed 
for its own Sake, that be far from us to 
ſuſpect, but merely from that Deſire, which 
can never leave a Man of Virtue, the Deſire 


of 
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F being uſeful to the World. Scarcely, there- 


tore, can the Roman Conclave itſelf (from 
the ſame Motives to be ſure l) boaſt of more 
Buſtle, Brigue, Chicane, and Intrigue, than 
was to be found in the ſeveral Colleges of 
Gaul and Britain upon the Death of their 
Pope or Arch-Druid — And ſo even ſome- 
times was the tranſcendant Merit of the con- 
tending Candidates, that nothing but the 
longeſt Sword, a national War, could decide 
the Superiority between them. Nonnunquam 
etiam de Principatu Armis contendunt, ſays 
Cz/ar — Again, our Author, I hope, will 
be ſo good as to excuſe my Ignorance, when 
J ingenuouſty confeſs that I know not well 
whatthe means, when he gives his Druids 
the Authority of Legiſlators, much leſs when 
he afterwards adds, that this Authority was 
the Reſult of their Birth-right, I ſhall not 
pretend to determine what Mr. Carte's No- 
tion of an hereditary Right to the legiſlative 
Power of any Nation may be, but thus 
much, I believe, all thinking and unpre- 
judiced Men are fully ſatisfied in, that amongſt 
free People, ſuch as, moiſt undoubtedly, 
were the ancient Gauls and. Britons, no 
Man's Birth could give him a Right to 
impoſe Laws upon the reſt of his Brethren, 
any farther than he ſhould be permitted ſo 
to do by the common Act of the whole So- 

D ciety, 
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ciety, who thereby bound themſelves to obey 
his Laws. Such Legiſlators were Solo, Ly- 
curgus, and thoſe others whom we ſo fre- 
quently meet with in claſlic Story — But in 
what Records do we read that the Druids, 
(who 'tis certain, from what Cz/ar expreſly 
tells us, committed nothing to writing 

were ever inveſted with this abſolute Autho- 
rity of -preſcribing Laws to the reſt of their 
Countrymen ? Judges, indeed, they moſt 
commonly were, and Arbitrators, between 
them in Matters of Property ; but that they 
were regarded as Legiflators, I find no Traces 
left in the genuine. Remains of the Ancients 
I grant, indeed, that the Druids had a 
Right, the ſame Right that every other na- 
tive free-born Gaul, or Briton, had, to be 
preſent 1n the general and ſovereign Aſſembly 
of the Nation, and there, together with the 
reſt of their independent Brethren, to ex- 
amine into the Neceſſities of the Public, to 
determine of Peace or War, and to deliberate 
upon all other Matters wherein the whole 
Community was any ways concerned — But 
as to any other Superiority which they 
might have in this national Convention, ex- 


cept, perhaps, the Right of preſiding in it, 


much leſs that they were look'd upon as a 
diſtinct Branch of the Legiſlature, our Author, 
1 believe, notwithſtanding all his Kindneſs 


for 
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for them, will be extremely puzzled to 
evince, Had the Gauls a regular Syſtem, a 
written Body, of Laws, ſuch as Lycurgus, 
for Inſtance, provided for his Laced- mon ans : Z 
however, Mr. Carte's manner of writing 


may ſeem to miſlead the unwary Reader to 


imagine ſome ſuch Thing, I dare almoſt 
venture peremptorily to pronounce that they 
had not. Is it not far more credible, as 
was indiſputably the Caſe of the neighbouring 
States of Germany at this time, that natural 
R-afon, together with the traditional Rules 
and Cuſtoms of their Fore-fathers were their 
only Guides, as well for the Direction of 
their own Actions, as for judging of other 
Men's? Theſe their primitive Cuſtoms, *tis 
probable, they from Time to Time cor- 
rected and amended in their ſeveral 

vincial or general Aſſemblies, as Occaſion 
required ; but as to any written Body of 
Laws, given by the Druids to their Sudjec7s, 


as our Author all along regards them, the 


Gauls and Britons, none, that ever I heard 
of, has been yet produced. 


VE. 


©« Tt is a very miſtaken Notion to confider 


« the Druids purely as Eccleſiaſtics, they 


D 2 « were 
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* were Men of the firſt Quality in theſe 
4 Iſlands.“ 


I know not what Books Mr. Carte may 
nave read, but ſure I am, I have met with 
no Author lately, who has treated upon the 
Subject before us, who has conſidered the 
Druids purely as Eccleſiaſtics. On the con- 


trary, I could name him half a Dozen in a 


Breath, was there any Neceſſity of it, who 
have all confidered them in the ſame Light 
they have done the ancient Prieſts of all other 
Nations, that is, as Men of the firſt Quality 
in their ſeveral Countries; ſo that if all our 
new Hiſtory be like to end in ſuch old worn- 


out Obſervations as this, no Matter how 


pompouſly they may be introduced, the 
learned Univerfity, which is reported ſo amply 
to have patronized the Work, might have 
ſpared its Money, and gone no farther than 
its own Libraries for all the Inſtruction it is 
like to meet with here. 


VII. 


* In Gaul, the Conſtitution whereof was 
te the ſame as that of Britain, Cæſar tells 
*© us, that there were three Orders of Men, 
te viz, the Druids, the Equites or Gentle- 
* men, and the Plebeians; and that the 

4 Druids 
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te Druids were the firſt of the other two 
«© Orders,” 


Cæſar, tis true, does mention the Name 
of the Druids firſt, but as to any other Pre- 
ference which he gives them over the 
Equites, my Edition of his Works ſays no- 
thing. Theſe are his Words, In omni Gat- 
lia eorum hominum, qui aliquo ſunt numero & 
honore genera ſunt duo; de his duobus generi- 
bus alterum eft Druidum, alterum Equitum : 


of theſe two ſuperior Orders, the one is of 


the Druids, the other of the Eguites. — 
Now he who can find any ſpecial Marks of 
Diſtinction, any Preheminence or Superiority 
conferred upon the Druids in theſe general 
Expreſſions, muſt be endued with one of 
thoſe pervading Genius's which is able to 
deduce quidlibet ex quolibet, and of diſ- 
cerning Meanings in an Author quite con- 
trary to the common Conſtruction of his 


Language, and ſuch as are abſolutely hid 
from all vulgar Penetration. 


VIII. 


*© The Druids compoſed in thoſe Days 

„ (if I may be allowed to borrow Expreſ- 
*© ſions from more modern Times) the 
* Principal Part of what has been ſince 
called, 


— 
— — - 
4. Bip 

* o 
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„ called, in France the Court of Peers, 
% and in England the Court or Great 
* Council of Barons. See here in a Conſti- 
<* tution founded by the old Britons, the 
6 firſt Draught of that which has ſince ob- 
* tained in this Nation, as it ſtood before 
de the Name of Parliament was known, and 
before Burrows were incorporated or ca- 
“ pable of having Repreſentatives.” 


r 
at 
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This ſeems to be a very falſe Repreſentation | 
of the Matter, and has no other Tendency 
but to miſguide the incautious Reader, and 
to give the greater Air of Importance to his 
favourite Druids. The Gaul; Nobility, 
(that is, in general, the whole Body of their 
native Freemen) as ſuch, were all naturally 
equal, and knew no other Superiority than 
what perſonal Character, or ſome accidental 
Employment in the State might confer. 
They were divided into twoClaſles, the Prie/t- 
hood, and the Soldiery (for by this latter 
Term I wouldchooſe to tranſlate the Equzzes 
of Gzſar) each with its diſtinct Offices 
and Privileges annexed to it ; but that one 
of theſe Claſſes was more principal or ſupe- 
rior to the other, we have no Evidence but 
Mr. Carte's mere Aſſertion to inform us. 
In their legiſlative Capacity they were all 
equal; and for any Thing which at this 

Time 
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Time appears to the contrary, in the ge- 


neral Aſſembly of the Nation, the Vote of 
the meaneſt Eques was as good, though per- 
haps it might not carry quite ſo much In- 
fluence with it, as that of the Arch-Druid 
himſelf. What our accurate Author there- 
fore aſſerts, that the old Gauliſßi and Britiſb 
Clergy made a diſtinct Branch of their na- 
tional Legiſlature, conſtituted à different 
Houſe (to borrow Expreſſions from more mo- 
dern Times) and were a kind of ſuperior 
Order to the Laity, is all Fancy, the viſionary 
Product of his own tertile Imagination ! 


IX. 


© The particular Charge which the 
Druids had in Matters of Religion, was 
neither derogatory to their Nobility, nor 
incompatible with their Dignities in the 


State ; they continued to enjoy their Rights 
«-m both Reſpects.” 


4 


* 


c 


ev 
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Alas ! what a Pity it 1s, that the Times 
are now become ſo depraved and degenerate, 
that it ſhould be looked upon as not quite 
ſo compatible with their paſtoral and reli- 
gious Functions, for Biſhops to be made 
Lords Chancellors, High-Treafurers or 


Generals 
1 
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Generals of Armies, as formerly they were. 
For as to the other Part of the Inſinuation, 
that it is now regarded as derogatory to their 
Nobility, for the Children of Noblemen to 
have the higheſt Charges of Religion con- 


ferred upon them, this is not true in Fact, 


as the preſent State of our Church Prefer- 
ments might eafily have informed the Au- 
thor.— I dare ſay, Sir, you are by this 
Time fully convinced, not only from the 

otation before us, but from many other 
Inſtances likewiſe which have been produced, 
that Mr. Carte is far more converſant with 
modern Notions and Ideas, than he is with 
genuine Antiquity, For what were the 


Dignities of the State in thoſe Days, which. 


he talks ſo much of? Places at Court to be 
ſure he means: as if the four Kings of Kent, 
for Inſtance, had each of them his Lord 
Steward of the Houſhold, his Lord Privy- 
Seal, Lord High Chamberlain, his General 


of the Cavalry, Sc. Sc.! What fine Times 


would theſe have been for our preſent Male- 
tontents to have lived in! that Man muſt 
have had very bad Luck indeed, who had 
miſſed of a Place in one or other of the 
four hundred Nations of Gaul, or the ny- 
merous Kingdoms of Britain. 


X. 
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X. 


«© When the Druidical Inſtitution took 
ce Place, ſuch of the Heads of Clans or 
« lefler Potentates in Gaul, as had a Mind 
ce to inſtru themſelves in the Arts of Au- 
«« gury and Divination, ſo uſeful to ſtrength- 
<< en their ordinary Authority, and procure 
them an abſolute Submiſhon from their 
« Vaſſals, entered into it, and were in- 
* ſtructed in that Diſcipline. Thoſe who 
«© were thus initiated, though they ſtill en- 
5 joyed the Title of Princes in common 
e with the reſt, were yet on that Account 
% diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Druids : 
ce and being probably ſtill more diſtinguiſh- 
te ed from them by their Learning, Capa- 
ce city, Integrity and Reputation, were 
© thereupon more particularly intruſted 
«© with the extraordinary Prerogatives above- 
© mentioned,” 


From reading this Paſſage I am naturally 
led to ſuppoſe, that our Author, in ſome 


bother Part of his extraordinary Work, intends 


to favour the World with an exact ee 


of the Original of this Druidical Inſtitution, 


by whom, at what Place, and at what Time 
it was invented; the Principles upon which 
E it 
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it was founded, the preciſe Doctrines it eſta- 
bliſhed, and to ſhow how nicely adapted 
its Inſtructions were as well for the Good of 
the People, as to teach and propagate ſuch 
Arts as might ſlrengthen the ordinary Autho- 
rity of the Princes, and procure them an ab- 
felute Submiſſion from their Vaſſals. But 
who are theſe Vaſſals whom our Author 
mentions in this Place? Now to ſay nothin 

of the extreme Impropriety of uſing a Term 
(without making the leaſt Excuſe for it) 
which appears not to have had any Exiſ- 
tence before the Introduction of the Feudal 
Law into Europe, does he mean by Yaſſals, 
ſuch as were the actual Slaves of the 
Princes? But theſe the Laws of War, or the 
Price payed for their Purchaſe, or ſome 
other Method of Acquiſition had already 
given them an uncontrouleable Power over, 
ſo that they were under no Neceflity of 
being initiated into the Druidical Inſtitution 
to ſtrengtben their ordinary Authority, and 
to procure them a more abſolute Authorit 

over theſe poor Wretches. Would he then, 
by his Yaffals, be underſtood to mean the 
Plebes, that third and inferior Order of 
Men, which Cæſar ſpeaks of? But who 
were theſe Plebes ? I hope our Author has 
given a particular Deſcription of them in 
ſome Part of his great Vork. — However, 


leſt 
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leſt perhaps he may poſſibly have omitted this 
Point, either regarding the Subject as beneath 
his Notice, or becauſe — he knew nothing 
of the Matter ; I will beg Leave to inform 


his Readers, that his inferior Order of Men, 


both in Gaul and Britain, moſt probably 
conſiſted of the Husbandmen and thoſe 
other Perſons, whoſe Birth and Neceſſities 


had led them to practiſe the few Trades 
which were at this Time known in their 


reſpective Nations; they were more eſpe- 
cially the Freed-men and their Poſterity, 
with very few of the original freeborn Na- 
tives of the Country amongſt them : for 
theſe were all equally noble (unleſs they had 


forfeited this Privilege thro' ſome Crime or 


Miſdemeanor, or had parted with it at gam- 
ing) and, like all other Nations of the an- 
tient World, had the utmoſt Contempt for 
Trade. The Plebeians therefore conſiſted 
chiefly of ſuch as had been originally Aliens 
to the State they now lived in; they were 


ſuch as the Bounty of their Lords, or their 
- own Merit, had redeemed from Slavery; and 


though they were in general but very lightly 
reſpected by the Druids and Equites, were 
ſcarcely looked upon as Members of the Com- 
monwealth, and might not, in the ordinary 
Courſe of Things, ever hope to be admitted 
into the great Council of their Nation, yet 


E 2 had 
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had they their diſtinct Privileges and Ex- 
emptions; and what they had once acquired 
by their Labour and Induſtry was as much 
their own Property, as what belonged to 
the Nobility was theirs : nor does it appear 
from any Inſtance in Hiſtory, as far as I can 
recollect at preſent, that the Princes ever 
looked upon theſe Plebeians as their Vaſſals, 
had much Correſpondence with them, ar 
attempted to procure an abſolute Submiſſion 
from them, — But perhaps after all, Mr. 
Carte means no more by his Vaſſals than 
ſuch as were in Clientela, as Ceſar terms it, 
and had entirely devoted themſelves to the 
Service of their Princes or Patrons, — But 
theſe were all native Free-men, and 
Birth as noble as their Lords themſelves ; 
their Dependance was altogether voluntary, 
and their Obedience rather honorary than 
ſervile. When their State was actually en- 
gaged in War, the Principles they had been 
bred up in, and the Oath they had expreſsly 
taken for this Purpoſe, made them always 
ready to ſacrifice their Lives for their Ma- 
ſter's Benefit. Such was the Submiſſion 
which they had voluntarily obliged them- 
{elves to pay, and this was all the Duty 
their Lords required at their Hands. — In 
general, the Gauliſb, as well as the Britiſb, 
Kings or Princes were merely Governors of 


Pagi, 
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Pagi, Shires, or ſmall Diſtricts (of which 
there were 400 in Gaul, according to Ap- 
pian's Computation) ſubordinate to the fu- 
preme or national Aſſembly; their Buſineſs 
was to preſerve Quiet and Order, amongſt 
their People in time of Peace, and to com- 
mand the Troops of their Canton, when 
War was thought neceſlary, but as to any 
abſolute Submiſſion, which they attempted to 
procure to themſelves in their reſpective Jurit- 
dictions, I find no Footſteps of it in Anti- 
quity ſo far were they from putting 
themſelves Apprentices, as it were, to the 
Druids (as Mr. Carte inſinuates) to learn 


the wicked Art of enſlaving their Subjects ! 


Slavery was the original Product of Aſiatic 
Warmth and Luxury. — Our Anceſtors, 
neither the Britons, Gauls, nor Ger mans 
knew any Thing of it, or appear to have 
had any the leaſt Thoughts of eſtabliſhing 
a Tyranny over their own free-born Bre- 
thren. — And indeed, ſo far were theſe 
Princes, as the Roman Hiſtorians are fond 
of ſtiling them, from having any hereditary 
Right to their petty States, from 72beriting 
Royalty, that 'tis far more probable, they 
were generally elected to this little Superi- 
ority, and ſtill accountable for their Beha- 


viour in it to that extraordinary Council of 


the 
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the whole Nation, as our Author calls it, 
which met annually, 


XI. 
ee It was probably the moſt aged of the 


ec Order, that retired thither [to Angleſey 


* and Dreux] from the Cares of the World, 
* after paſſing the Vigour of their Life in 
«© Buſineſs; for they were active Men 
ce verſed in State-Affairs, and of the greateſt 
© Weight in all Councils : ... . there too they 
employed themſelves ſtill uſefully for the 
Public in the Inſtruction of young Druids, 
e and in the Care of thoſe Colleges and 
6 Seminaries. 


All this is mere Conjecture, unſupported 
by hiſtorical Evidence, thrown out at Ran- 
dom, and imagined without the leaſt Know- 
ledge of human Nature, For a little Ex- 
perience will ſoon convince us, that ſuch 
People as have been long verſed in Bufineſs, 
who have paſſed the Vigour of their Lives in 
State- Aﬀairs, who have been bred up in 
Royalty, and placed at the Head of the le- 
giflative Authority; a very little Acquain- 
tance with Mankind, I ſay, will ſoon fatiſ- 
fy us, that ſuch Perſons as theſe are not 

very 
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very fond of retiring from the World, and 
removing from the Scene of public Buſineſs 
to teach Schools, to inſtruct young Druids, and 
to take Care of Colleges and Seminaries, — 
Here again therefore, as in many other 
Places of this Specimen, I cannot but ſuſpect 
that Mr. Carte had his Eye rather upon the 
preſent State and Order of Civil Govern- 
ment, than upon his Czſar's Commentaries, 
or any other Piece of genuine Antiquity, 
Full of the modern Syſtem of Dignities of 
State, Treaties, Conventions, Negotiations, 
Schools, Univerſities, &c. he ſeems to have 
viewed the Actions of our earlieſt fore- 
fathers by this fallacious Glare of Light, 
and to have labaured to reduce ever Thing 
amongſt them to this deceitful Standard — 
Sic magnis componere parva ſolebat. But 
alas! the People he had to do with knew 
nothing of all that Parade of Government, 
with which our preſent Polities ſo much 
abound, They lived (if I may be allowed 
the Expreſſion) extempore, their ordina 

Mode of Rule had ſufficiently provided for 
all the common Accidents of Government, 
and when any Thing unexpected or extra- 
ordinary fell out, they immediately endea- 
voured to procure a Remedy, and to get rid 
of it, as well as they could. — But as to all 
thoſe nice Turns and Expedients, thoſe re- 
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fined Shifts, Arts and Fore-fight, of your 
Ricbelieus or Alberonis, they were happy 
enough to know nothing of them — What 
muſt we think then of all that idle and con- 
ceited Stuff which follows in our Author's 
Specimen e 


XII. 


© Such Inſtruction therefore carries with 


te it no Implication, that it might in Time 
«*« debafe the Order [of Druids.] For be- 
© fides that it was continued ordinarily in 
te their own Children, [this is likely enough 
but mere Conjecture] in whom the Nobi- 
% lity of Birth was propagated, no Ple- 
de beian could be admitted into their Diſ- 


A 


* cipline, [it may be fo, and it may not] 


* nor probably any of the Nobleſſe or leſs 
6 jlluſtridous Gentry.” Why fo ! © Becauſe 
&« Mela tells us, that thoſe whom they thus 
« inſtructed . . . , were Nebihſjimi Gentis, 
* the Children of Princes and the chief 
©© Nobility of the Nation.“ 


That is, (by Way of a Specimen of our 
Anthor's Logic as well as of his Hiſtory) the 
old Gauls and Britons were divided into two 
ſuperior Orders of Men, the Clergy and 
the Gentlemen, or the Druid. and the E- 
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guites; of theſe the Druids were the firſt or 
chief, the Equites only ſecondary and inferior; 
the latter therefore were only diſtinguiſhed 
with the Title of Nobiles, or at beſt Nobi- 
liores, the former together with the Princes 
were all Nobiliſſimi —— Now as Mela tells 
us, that thoſe whom the Druids inſtructed 
were Nobiliſſimi Gentis, it muſt therefore 
neceſſarily follow, that they could be no 
other than the Children of the Princes and 
Druids, or of the Druids and Princes, as 
our exact Author will tell us they ought 
to be placed. Q. E. D. You may perhaps 
object, Sir, that this Argumentation, how- 
ever cloſe and demonſtrative it may ſeem, 
does not exclude either the Plebeians or the ſs 
illuſtrious Nobleſſe and Gentry from the Benefit 
of the druidical Inſtitutions — For tho' their 
Schools might be, indeed, frequented by the 
Nobiliſſimi Gentis, as Mela ſays, yet was 
there room enough left for the ind of other 
People likewiſe, as you have different Orders 
or Ranks of Students in your own Univerſi- 
ties, Noblemen, Gentlemen-Commoners, 
Commoners, and Servitors —— Now, Sir, 
in Anſwer to all this we have only to make 
this eaſy Suppoſition, that Mela originally 
inſerted a fantum before his Nobiliſſimi Gentis, 
and then our Demonſtration will be right 
again; and if he did not, it was not Mr. 

F Carte's 
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Carte's Fault, and conſequently he is liable to 
no blame upon this Head. 


XIII. 


© Unintereſted in the Event, by Reafon 
© as well of their ordinary abode in Colleges, 
* retired from the World and from all to 
© whom they were by Blood related; as of 
* the Satisfaction they found in a contem- 
“ plative Life they became the fitteſt 
© Perſons to interpoſe between jarring, en- 
*« raged Nations, and the likelieſt to do it 
e with Succeſs,” | 


I believe, Sir, you will not look upon it 
as any very great Compliment to his Druids, 
that they are here treated as unintereſted in 
the Event, when their own State was going 
to be engaged in a War with its Neighbours, 
What 1s this in reality, but abſurdly giv- 
ing up the Patriot to exalt the Character of 
the Philoſopher ! But do we, in Fact, find 
that ſuch Perſons as make their ordinary 
Abode in Colleges retired from the World, are 
thus unintereſted in the Event of Things, and 


ſo much more public-ſpirited than the reſt 


of their Brethren? As our Author ſome- 
times pays too great a Regard to modern 


Notions, and- Manners of Behaviour, fo 
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here, I ſuſpect, he has not had Deference 
enough for them, Mankind have been al- 
ways pretty nearly alike with regard to their 
inward Frame. The fame ruling- paſſions 
have ever influenced their Actions, tho' they 
may have had different Objects to work 
upon! But by the bye, how come our 
Druids on a ſudden to turn ſuch mighty Re- 
cluſes, and 70 tale up their ordinary Abode in 
Colleges retired from the World, when but 
a few Paragraphs before, we ſaw the Court, 
the Senate, the Army, the Forum, yea 
every Corner of the 400 different Nations 


of Gaul, and the various Kingdoms of 
Britain, full of them ? 


XIV. 


* Such were the Benefits which Gaul and 
% Britain received from the Inſtitution of 
* the Druids; from a Body of men com- 
<© poſed of the prime Nobility, aſſociated to- 
e gether according to the Rules of druidical 
* Diſcipline ; which afforded them a Means 
* of preſerving Union between the various 
* Nations which inhabited thoſe Countries, 
<« and a Reſource in caſe of Quarrels be- 
«© tween them, better and more effectual 
than Greece found in her celebrated Am- 
% pbictyones. 
F 2 And 
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And ſuch again, O Europeans! would be 
the ſignal and illuſtrious Advantages you 
might receive, could you be perſuaded once 
more to admit the paramount Power of the 
Pope and his Cardinals to bind your Kings in 
Chains and your Nobles in Links of Iron ; 


for theſe moſt diſintereſted Gentlemen would 


effetually interpoſe between your jarring 
and enraged Nations, and are the likehieſt 
to do it with Succeſs But after all, 
if the Druids were indeed ſuch profound 
Politicians, as they have been here repre- 
ſented, and thro” the znexpreſſible Dread of 
their Interdicts had an uni verſal Submiſſion ever 


paid to their Decrees, how came it to paſs 


that they had not united the various Nations 
of Gaul, when Julius Czar firſt attempted 
the Conqueſt of their Country, and imme- 
diately driven him and his Legions once more 
beyond the A/ps ? Why did they tameiy ſuffer 
the Roman General to engage their various 
States ſingly one after another, and b 

that Means make an eaſy Conqueſt of them 
all? It not this ſome Refiection, either upon 
the Wiſdom of the Druids, in not foreſeeing 
that this muſt neceſſarily be the Event of 
their continuing divided on Occaſion of this 
Invaſion; or upon their Power, that they had 
not ſuch an implicit Obedience always paid 
to their Dictates as Mr. Carte ſuppoſes? For 


HO 
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the Avarice, to which, our Author tells us, 
the Gauls were remarkably given, or the Fire 
and Impetuoſity of their Temper rendered it 
impracticable for them to continue long at Peace 
1th one another, yet ſurely was it the Duty 
of theſe Diftators, theſe Princes, theſe 
Ephori, theſe deep Politicians, to have ex- 
erted their utmoſt, their paramount, Authority 
upon fo preſſing an Emergency when the 
Liberty of the whole was at Stake, to have 
compoſed immediately all their leſſer Dif- 
ferences, and to have united the whole 
Gauliſb Militia againſt the common Enemy. 
Tacitus ingenuouſly confeſſes (notwithſtand- 
ing what Mr, Carte quotes from Dzodorus 
Siculus, that before Cæſar's Expedition their 
little Princes were generally at Peace with 
one another) that nothing gave the Romans a 
greater Advantage over the Britons, he 
might have anded, and over the Gauls too, 
than their mutual Jealouſies and Diſſentions, 
than their perpetual Quarrels and Engage- 
ments with one another —— and the Event 
ſufficiently evinces the Truth of the, learned 
Roman's Obſervation ; for tho' the ancient 
Gauls and Britons were very far from being 
inferior to their Enemies either in perſonal 
Bravery, or Numbers, or Reſolution to com- 
bat for their Liberties, yet this was their 
great Misfortune, and this the fertile Source 


of 
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of all their own Miſery, as well as of the Ro- 
man Glory, that they never acted in Concert, 
or were able to form a common Alliance a- 
gainſt the common Enemy — ſo that to uſe 
the emphatical Words of Tacitus himſelf 
upon the Occaſion, dum pugnant ſinguli, 
univerſi vincuntur. 


Theſe Remarks, Sir, occurred to me 
immediately, upon the firſt Peruſal of 
Mr. Carte's Sheet of General Hiſtory 
If you think them tedious and too 
bulky, blame the Occaſion of their Length 
and not your Friend, who would have been 
glad enough to have had his Trouble abridg'd. 
If they appear in ſome Places a little hyper- 
critical, point out my Miſtakes with Can- 
dour, and be aſſured that I ſhall not think 
myſelf too wiſe to amend them. As I don't 
ſo much as know Mr. Carte's Perſon, or have 
ever had any Correſpondence with him, you 
will eaſily believe that I cannot have the leaſt 
Malice, or IIl-will to him. I have read the 
greateſt Part of the Works he has formerly 
publiſhed, and conſequently have no Reaſon 
to envy the Reputation he has already ac- 
quired, or is likely to acquire, by them. 
] exceedingly commend his Induſtry and Dili- 
gence in collecting Materials for his Hiſtory, 
and am ſo heartily his Friend, as to wiſh he 

2 was 
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was better qualified to make a due Uſe 
of them. Upon the whole, I cannot but 
own myſelf well pleaſed that he has found 
ſuch noble Patrons amongſt his Party, and fo 
plentiful an Encouragement to go on with 
his Work, that both Trade and Literature 
are ſo happily united in his Favour. For 
tho' I don't doubt but the Books themſelves 
will ſoon be as cheap, and as little regarded, 
as the voluminous Labours of his Friend 
Brady, yet may the Collections, as ſuch, 
be of the greateſt Service to ſome future 
Livy, who ſhall do Honour to the Hiſtory 
of his Country —— J am, Sir, 9 95 
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APPENDIX. 


UST as the foregoing pages were printed 

off, the Author of them had a ſhort oppor- 

tunity given him of peruſing the New Ge- 
neral Hiſtory of England. The firſt place (as 
was natural) that he caſt his eyes upon was the 
account of the Druids, where, he can aſſure his 
reader, all the old Reveries, Inaccuracies, and 
Blunders are ſtill remaining, only with the ad- 
dition of ſome other fancies equally viſionary and 
chimerical, as indeed it muſt be owned that Mr. 
Carte is extremely well verſed in the Art of ſinking 
in writing. However, in juſtice to himſelf, as 
will as to the great Hiſtorian of the Jacobites, 
the Author of the Letter has thought proper 
(by way of Appendix) to reprint the Specimen 
itſelf, with ſuch other additions and alterations as 
have been made in it, ſince its reviſion by the 
Committee of the Society of Noblemen aud Gentle- 
men, 


G THE 


SPECIMEN 


O F 
Ma. CART Es 
GENERAL HISTORY 
O F 
ENGL AN D; 


as it was publiſhed February 22, 2745-6 3 to- 
gether with ſuch Additions and Alterations as 
appear to have been ſince made in it, in Bis 


General Hiſtory publiſhed Fan. 1. 1747-8. 
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NE of the powers veſted in the Druids, 

was of a very extraordinary nature, and 
attended with a truſt of the higheſt con- 
ſequence : which yet ſeems a branch of their or- 
dinary authority, and an eſſential part of the Con- 
ſtitution of ſome of the wiſeſt States of Gaule. It 
was only after diſaſters had actually N 
Wnen 


N 
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when dangers were imminent, that he Romans 
had recourſe to a Didtator, or the Senate enlarged 
the Conſul's power, by charging him to take care, 
that the Commonwealth ſhould receive no detri- 
ment: but the Gauls, to guard againſt all ſur- 
prizes by ſudden accidents, which might not al- 
low time for thinking of a proper remedy, had 


a ſtanding proviſion for the like purpoſes. The 


Druids had a power paramount to that of the 
Magiſtrates, not excepting even the ordinary 
power of the ſupreme : and ſeem to have had a 
conſtant charge to inſpect their conduct, to take 
care the laws were obſerved, and to prevent the 
miſchiefs of a violation. They could vacate the 
Acts of the Sovereign; remove ſuch as were put 
into office illegally, and appoint the ſupreme 
Magiſtrate : of which we have in Cæſar's Com- 


mentaries a very remarkable inſtance. The Ver- 
gobret was the ſupreme Magiſtrate among the 


Z dui, and under that title enjoyed all the autho- 
rity which a King had in other States of Gaule ; 
with this only difference, that the power of the 
latter laſted for life: whereas the Yergobret's ex- 
pired, like that of a Roman Conſul, at the end 
of his year; the Adui having made the office 
annual, for fear a longer continuance in power 
ſhould afford any of their Princes means to 
uſurp the Royalty. They had another wiſe pro- 
viſion calculated for the like purpoſe 3 which 
other States, particularly that of Venice, have 
thought worthy of their imitation : two Bro- 
thers, whilſt both were living, could not be 


made Magiſtrates, or even admitted into the 
| G 2 Senate, 


| 
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Senate. Notwithſtanding this Law, ſo wiſely 
providing for the ſecurity of their liberties, Vede- 
liacus the Vergobret, being, before he laid 
down his office, to appoint another who was to 
execute it upon the expiration of his year, either 
named of himſelf, or got the other Magiſtrates 
to join with him in naming, his brother Cotys for 
his ſucceſſor. The Druids hereupon interpoſed 
with their Authority, [prerogative] ſuperſeded 
the nomination of Cotys ; and appointed Con- 
viftolitanius Vergobret. The whole State was 
intereſted in the affair ; all the world attended at 
the hearing of a cauſe, on which the fundamen= 
tals of their Conſtitution depended : and it ap- 
pears by the deciſion, that the Druids had pro- 
ceeded according to law, and had exerciſed their 
prerogative juſtly ; the nomination of Cotys was 
declared illegal, and Convictolitanius was pro- 
nounced the rightful Yergobret. 

It was not the exemplarineſs of the lives of 


the Druids, [tho* really unblameable in all re- 


ſpects, except in what related to their ſacrifices, 
divinations, and ſuperſtitions ;] nor the goodneſs 
of their moral inſtructions, | gaining them ſuch 
an influence over the people, as to perſuade them 
to conſent to their regulations ;] nor [yet] was it 
their power in matters of Religion, or the 
terrour of their excommunications, [extorting a 
forced ſubmiſſion to the laws they preſcribed] 
which gave them the authority of Legiſlators, 
[tho* the opinion of their integrity might con- 
tribute to the laſt mentioned branch of their 
power.] It is a very miſtaken notion to * 

them 
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them purely, as Eccleſiaſtics : they were men of 
the firſt quality in theſe Iſlands ; and their le- 
giſlative authority was the reſult of their birth- 
right. Ceſar begins his diſcourſe about them 
with obſerving that in Gaule, the conſtitution 
whereof was the ſame as that of Britain, there 
were three Orders of Men, viz. the Druids, the 
- Equites or Gentlemen, and the Plebeians ; that 
theſe laſt were of no conſideration in the State ; 
never admitted to any Council of particular Na- 
tions, or to any general Repreſentation of the 
whole body of the people of Gaule, nor conſulted 
on any occaſion. He ſays that the Druids were 
the firſt of the other two orders, and were all in 
magno honore, as their Preſident had the ſumma 
auctoritas; they preſided in all Acts of Judica- 
ture, and were at the head of the Legiſlature ; 
they were the great, the chief or ſupreme Ma- 

giſtrates, and the moſt diſtinguiſhed of their 
nobility. They compoſed in thoſe days, (if I 
may be allowed to borrow expreſſions from more 
modern times,) the principal part of what hath 
been ſince called, in France the Court of Peers, 
and in England the Court or Great Council of the 
Barons. See here, in a Conſtitution founded by 
the Old Britons, the firſt draught of that which 
hath ſince obtained in this nation, as it ſtood be- 
fore the name of Parliament was known, and be- 
fore Burroughs were incorporated or capable of 
baving Repreſentatives. 

The particular charge, which the Druids had 
in matters of Religion, was neither dercgatory 
to their nobility, nor incompatible with their 
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dignities in the State : they continued to enjoy 
their rights in both reſpects; they inherited and 
exerciſed royalty itſelf. There are inſtances 
enough in former days, beſides thoſe noted ones 
of Anius in Greece, and Zoroaſter in Bat#riana, of 
Kings that have executed the functions of Prieſts, 
at the ſame time that they reigned as Monarchs. 
It was indeed the general practiſe of all parts of 
the world, for Princes to preſide in all rites of 
Religion and Augury; and when particular in- 
ſtitutions for thoſe purpoſes began to take place, 
we ſee that the Curetes in Crete, the Corybantes 
in Phrygia, and the Cabiri of Samothrace, were 
all of the race of Acmon, Uranus, and other 
Gomarian Princes, thoſe Lords of half the ha- 


bitable world. Cres the fon of Jupiter was 
king of Crete, as well as one of the Curetes : 


Fafion, another of that deified monarch's ſons, 
was preſident of the Cabiri: the Druids (I am apt 
to think) were deſcendants of the ſame race, 
and of the line of Pluto, from whom the Gauls 
in general gloried in being deſcended ; but as 
this cannot be ſuppoſed to be fact, with regard to 
the whole nation, it ſeems meant more par- 
ticularly of the Druids, who would naturally 
preſerve their own genealogies. The Gauls 
opinion of this deſcent of theirs, was founded 
upon the relation of the Druid: and the Chiet- 
tains of their clans being initiated into the ſame 
diſcipline, furniſhed a colour for the whole na- 
tion to put in aclaim to the ſame deſcent, as be- 
ing generally of the ſame family with their re- 

x ſpective 
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ſpective Chieftains. But however they were de- 
ſcended, the inſtitution of the Druids at leaſt 
was formed upon the ſame plan as that of the 
Curetes.) Divitiacus, a Prince of the Adui, 
whoſe credit was great among all the nations of 
Gaule, who is ſo often mentioned, and always 
with eſteem, by Ceſar, and who was upon oc- 
caſion General in chief of the Adnan armies, 
was (as we are told by Cicero, who knew him 
well) a Druid. His brother Dumnorix, com- 
mander of the ÆEduan Cavalry, feems likewiſe 
to have been of the ſame Order; and this cha- 
racter of his to have been the ground of his ex- 
cuſe for not attending Ceſar into Britain, becauſe 
he was religionibus impeditus, hindered by the 
rites of rehgion, in which he was obliged to 
officiate z it being the peculiar buſineſs of the 
Druids, interprelari religiones, to judge in matters 
of augury, and to officiate in all ſacrifices and 
rites of religion; all which are included in the 
word religiones. It is very likely that the Vergo- 
brets and Princes in other nations of Gaul were 
likewiſe Druids; Ceſar, who knew them better 
than any other writer extant, aſſuring us, that 
they were men of the firſt quality. 

My notion of the matter is, that, as Fathers 
of families in the early ages of the world, were 
the firſt ſacrificers, and preſided in all Acts of 
religion ; ſo the ſame preſidency naturally con- 
tinued to be exerciſed by the Heads of Clans ; 
which are only families multiplied, and extended 
into ſeveral branches. [ This will ſoon appear by 
a particular inſtance, to have been the conſtant 
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uſage of the Hebrides of Scotland, from the re- 
moteſt ages down at leaſt to the time of Hecatæus, 
if not of Diodorus Siculus, who quotes him 
for the relation.] This ſeems to have been the 
practiſe of the Heads of Clans in Gaule ; who, 
when for their common defence, they united to- 
gether to form particular States, under the ordi- 
nary government of a Senate and the extraordinary 
one of a Common or General Council, meeting 
annually, or aſſembled on ſpecial occaſions, came 
to be ſtyled Princes ; as they really were in their 
reſpective territories, and are under that title 
frequently mentioned by Cæſar. When the 
Druidical inſtitution took place, [which was 
the ſame, at leaſt in ſubſtance, with that of the 
Curetes, into which Fupiter, Mercury, and all 
the firſt Celtic Emperors entered, and which 
ſeems at firſt to have been confined to their fa- 
mily ;] ſuch of the Heads of Clans or leſſer po- 
tentates in Gaule, as [upon the extinction of that 
race of Monarchs, were left to a freer and more 
unlimited exerciſe of their authority, and] had 
a mind to inſtruct {to perfect] themſelves in 
the arts of augury and divination, ſo uſeful to 
ſtrengthen their ordinary authority, and preture 
them an abſolute ſubmiſſion from their vaſſals, 
entered into it, and were inſtructed in that diſci- 
pline. Thoſe who were thus initiated, though 
they ſtill enjoyed the Title of Princes in common 
with the reſt, were yet on that account diſtinguiſhed 
by the name of Druids : and being probably ftill 
more diſtinguiſhed from them by learning, capa- 
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city, integrity, and reputation, were thereupon 
more particularly entruſted with the extraordi- 
nary prerogatives abe mentioned. 

[ This notion of the Chiefs of Clans and Heads 
of Tribes among the Gauls being Druids, is not 
a little countenanced by a relation which is 
given us by Parthenius then {on a long- 
winded, impertinent love- tale of Xanthus and Erippe, 
much fitter for the Book of Erotics from whence it 
was tranſcribed, than a ſerious Hiſtory which is to 
convey truths worth knowing to poſterity. ] 

In all inſtitutions whatever, where knowledge 
is requiſite, inſtructions are undoubtedly ne- 
ceſlary : and for this purpoſe certain ſeminaries 
were erected for the education of Druids, 
as at Dreux for Gaule, and in Angleſey for Britain. 
It was probably the moſt aged of the Order, 
that retired thither from the cares of the world, 
after paſſing the vigour of their life in buſineſs ; 
for they were active men, verſed in ſtate affairs, 
and of the greateſt weight in all Councils, as 
we fee in the inſtance of Divitiacus there too 
they employed themſelves ſtill uſefully for the 
public, in the inſtruction of young Druids, and 
in the care of thoſe Colleges or Seminaries. 
Such inſtruction therefore carries with it no im- 
1 that it might in time debaſe the 

rder ; for, beſides that it was continued ordi- 


narily in their own children, in whom the nobi- 


lity of birth was propagated, no Plebeian could 
be admitted into - their diſcipline, nor probably 
any of the Nobleſſe o leſs illuſtrious ny 
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For Mela tells us, that thoſe whom they thus 


inſtructed, whom they kept to hard ſtudy and a 
continued exerciſe of their memory for twenty years 
together in a cloſe retreat, were nobiliſſimi gentis, 
the children of princes, and the chief nobility of 
the Nation. | 
This will probably make people leſs wonder, 
if not leſs repine, at that authority, which Dio 
Chryſoſtom thought exorbitant, and complains 
of their exerciſing over Princes; whoſe Actions 
they had a power, like that of the Spartan E- 
Phori, in controlling. Kings (ſays he) were 
* not allowed to do any thing without them; 
nor even ſo much as to conſult about put- 
ting any thing in execution without their parti- 
& cipation ; ſo that it is the Druids who reign in 
effect, and Kings, though they ſit on thrones, 
<< feaſt in ſplendour, and live in palaces, are no 
„ more than their Apparitors and Miniſters in 
* executing their orders. But notwithſtanding 
this heavy complaint, it will appear to be a 
very wile inſtitution, and admirably adapted to 
the then circumſtances of Gaule and Britain. 
Gaule was inhabited by [(as Tacitus ſays,) ſixty 
four different nations; but he reckons only the 
moſt conſiderable, whoſe community was made 
up of ſeveral diſtinct, though united, Nations. 
For Appian informs us, that, taking in ſmall as 
well as great, there were in all] no leſs than 
four hundred different nations ; who formed to- 
gether one aggregate body, and met in a general 
Council once a year, in order to exerciſe and 
maintain their union. This was a proper _ 
ient 
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dient to preſerve peace among them; but it was 


not effectual enough ; ſince before Cæſar's com- 


ing thither, there ſcarce paſſed a year but a 
war broke out, on occaſion of depredations 
committed, oppoſed, or returned by ſome or 
other of thoſe different nations. What the 
avarice, to which the Gauls were remarkably 
given, or the fire and impetuolity of their 
temper, rendered it impracticable, or did not al- 
low time, to prevent, the interpoſition of the 
Druids ſerved very uſcſully to compoſe and keep 
from continuing. 

They were an order of men of the firſt qua- 
lity z endowed with all that greatneſs of mind, 
which a noble birth, uncorrupted by vice and 
luxury, naturally inſpires; fitted by their edu- 
cation, ſtudies, reflections, experience, and a 
continual exerciſe of their talents in the deciſion 


of caſes, which daily came before them in judi- 


cature, to determine all matters of right and 
wrong, according to the wiſeſt rules of equity; 
collected out of all the various nations ſpread 
through the wide extent of that country, and re- 
lated to all the princely and noble families that 
had the chief influence and government in each 
unconcerned themſelves in the quarrel, by means 
of their exemption from perſonal ſervice in war, 
when they thought fit to uſe the privilege; un 
intereſted in the event, by reaſon as well of their 
ordinary abode in Colleges, retired from the 
World, and at a diſtance from all to whom they 
were by blood related; as of the ſatisfaction they 
found in a contemplative life, and the every-way- 
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happy circumſtances of their condition, which 
left them nothing to wiſh for themſelves, and 
no deſire in nature but, that which can never 
leave a man of virtue, the deſire of being uſeful 
to the world. With theſe advantages, added to 
the ſacredneſs of their character; the reverence 
for their perſons, which religion inſpired into a 
people extremely addicted to it; the univerſal 
ſubmiſſion ever paid to their advice and decrees; 
their abſolute power in ſacrifices, and the inex- 
preſſible dread of their interdicts, rendered them 
the fitteſt perſons to interpoſe between jarring en- 
raged nations, and the likelieſt to do it with ſuc- 
ceſs. They did ſo accordingly, as occaſions 
offered; regardleſs of their own ſafety, and de- 
ſpiſing danger, where the peace of their country 
was at ſtake, and the public good required their 
mediation, they threw themſelves between 
* embattled armies, eager to engage, advancing, 
* with drawn ſwords, and extended ſpears to 
* wreck their fury upon one another, put, by 
their wiſe remonſtrances, a ſtop to their rage, 
% making their weapons drop out of their hands, 
*© as it were by enchantment, and thus prevented 
* the combat: ſo highly doth Mars reverence the 
* Muſes, ſo much can wiſdom prevail over ani- 
* moſity, even among barbarous Nations, is the 
reflection of the Greek Hiſtorian (Diodorus) at the 


end of this relation. Such were the benefits 


which Gaule and Britain received from the inſti- 
rution of the Druids; from a body of men com- 
poſed of the prime nobility, aſſociated toge- 
cher according to the rules of the Druidical diſ- 
x cipline ; 


* * 


2 
* 


* 


of bis General Hiftory of England. 61 


cipline; which afforded them a means of pre- 
ſerving union between the various nations that 
inhabited thoſe countries, and a reſource in caſe 
of quarrels between them, better and more ef- 
fectual, than Greece found in her celebrated Am- 
Phictyones. | 

[The Gauls had a general Council like that of 
Greece, in which the Repreſentatives of all their 
different nations met, to concert meaſures for 
their common good, and provide for the pre- 
ſervation of their union. But the two powerful 
factions of the Aidu: and Arverni contending 
(like the Athenians and Lacedemonians in Greece) 
for the chief ſway in the government of Gaule, 
and working continually to draw over the leſſer 
nations to their ſides, occaſioned the reſolutions of 
thoſe Councils to be too much directed by a party- 
ſpiritz which afforded new matter of complaint, 
and, inſtead of compoſing, inflamed the quarrel. 
War in ſuch caſes became unavoidable, and might 
have been carried to ſtrange exceſſes, and ſpread 
ſo generally as to produce an entire diſſolution 
of their union, if the Druids had not interpoſed 
to make an accommodation. 

They did the ſame good office in Britain; 
whoſe conſtitution was formed upon the fame 
plan, as that of Gaule : and they did it with 
better ſucceſs ; becauſe they there prevented thoſe 
wars, Which in Gaule, not able to hinder their 
breaking out, all their buſineſs was to compoſe. 
The Britains had their Common Councils, where the 
deputies of their different people met, as they did 
in Gaule: and it was in one of theſe, in Communi 


Concilio 
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Concilio (as Cæſar ſays) that Caſſſvellan was choſen 
Commander in Chief of the forces drawn toge- 
ther to oppoſe the Romans. But there is no reaſon 
to think them privileged here from thoſe defects, 
under which they laboured there: ] nor is it to be 
conceived how ſuch a number of little nations 
(like the Clans of the Highlands of Scotland, or 
the Septs of Ireland) ſhould be for ages together 
united; (for notwithſtanding their multitude of 
Kings, Princes and Potentates, Diodorus ſays, 
they were generally at peace with each other) 
without the influence and authority of the Druids. 


1 


The collegiate life which the Druids led, ; 
far from rendering them moroſe or aukward, 
ſerved only to improve their politeneſs, by 
daily converſations with perſons of the ſame 1 
rank with themſelves ; whoſe minds by 

their ſtudies and reaſonings on ſubjects of mora- 
lity, were fitted with noble ſentiments ; and who 


had added to their other accompliſhments, a 
knowledge of all uſeful parts of learning. When 
they went abroad into the world, they appeared 
the ſame men of quality, that they were before 
their retreat, &c. This lſt paragraph immediately 
follows the concluſion of the Specimen, but is ſo 
much of a piece with it, and ſo entirely to the pur- 
poſe, that I thought it would be a pity to deprive 
the reader of the pleaſure of ſo great a curioſity. 


: . 5 „ 
A = z 
G | * J * . % 
Y G * 
P of 1288 
"A a 85 \ 
q | 75 


Fuſt Publiſhed, 


N HISTORICAL ESSAY on 
the Ballance of Civil Power in England, 
from its firſt Conqueſt by the Ang/o-Saxons to the 
Time of the Revolution ; in which is introduced 
a new DisskRTATION UPoN PARTIES : With a 
proper Dedication tothe Freeholders and Burgeſſes 

of Great Britain. 


Sold at all the Pamphlet-Shops in London and 
Weſtminſter, 


; ; 223 Te DG 


8 92857 nE nth 


7 


* 
a 


0 8 AS wy * BI 
* — 1 


* 


131 5 
r 


5 SHA 5 


. 2 3 — 
8 by s l 
Fr TY 5 ea 


erde. N 


„„ „ 


_ — * — z— — — — 9 8 — — — — = — . — 
— 
* 
- 
7 
: 
ay * 
Gn 
* » 
— 
* 
. 
A * 
fr 
=? 
, 
4 
* 
. 
— 
o 
* 
r 
8 
=" 
l . * 
; => 
. *, : 
— 
. 
We 
2 - ; 
oy 
p « 
8 
< * 
1 
hs l 
} 
N 
* 
r 
- 
* 8 . 
* 
, = 
= 4 - 3 
— 
p * 
F 
* 
2 . 
1 * 
& »© * A 
3 E 
- C 
” 
3» 
a A hed 
=. : 
of 0 
- 
—_ * 
* 
. So * 
* — 
* - 
— ** * 


